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2027-2028 Global Health Fellowship Application Guidelines
Application due date: Sunday, November 15, 2026 by 11:59 pm EST

OVERVIEW
Sponsored by the Eck Institute for Global Health (EIGH), the Global Health Fellowship is intended to support doctoral students, as well as facilitate scholarly activity and research excellence across all disciplines at the University of Notre Dame (UND). Applicants must be interested in pursuing research that is intended to facilitate advances in global health. The Fellowship provides one year of financial support in the form of an annual stipend and health insurance during a student’s third, fourth, or fifth year of the doctoral program. Fellows receive a 12-month stipend at the standard departmental rate with the possibility of renewal for an additional year of funding. Fellowship recipients will be notified in April 2027, and the fellowship start date will be August 23, 2027.*

ELIGIBILITY
· Students must be enrolled through the UND in a doctoral program and be associated with a full-time T&R faculty who is eligible to submit research grants at the UND or Indiana University School of Medicine – South Bend. 
· The student’s faculty advisor is required to be an active member/affiliate of the EIGH at the time of application. Successful applicants and their advisors are expected to participate in Institute activities, including registering for and attending the Global Health Colloquium course. Please review the Eck Institute website to confirm that the advisor is an EIGH member/affiliate. Email mbotchwa@nd.edu if you have any further questions.

RESEARCH INTEGRITY
The student is responsible for writing their own research proposal for the fellowship application. Students, faculty, staff, and others affiliated with the UND who propose or conduct research are bound by its policy on Research Misconduct and have mutual responsibility for ensuring the integrity of research that is conducted, presented or published. 

TIPS FOR FELLOWSHIP APPLICATION
1. Read and follow all guidelines. Many proposals get disqualified because applicants ignore instructions. Failure to complete all sections may result in the rejection of your application. Include your last name and a page number at the top of all the pages of your application.

2. Proofread your application. When proposals are unclear or include several grammatical errors, it is challenging for reviewers to focus on the content. 

3. Research feasibility. Ensure that your research proposal can be completed within the funding period. 

4. Distinguish between your research and the work of your mentors or research lab. Even if your proposal is related to current initiatives by your advisor or lab, it is important that you are able to clearly describe how your individual research will be distinct from the larger ongoing work. 
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2027/28 Eck Institute for Global Health Fellowship Application Form



	Name: 

College:

Department:

	Degree Program:

Anticipated Completion Date:



	Mentor(s): 
	Year Entered ND:

	Committee Members: 

	Education (undergraduate and other graduate degrees obtained prior to the current graduate program):

	Institution
	Degree
	Year
	Major

	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Honors: 



	Research Experience (prior to entering the current graduate program): 



	Courses Taken (this graduate program; list course number and title): 


		
	Graduate GPA:




	Have you taken a course in research ethics?  If so, list course number and title.



	Publications (include manuscripts published or in press during your time at Notre Dame. Do not include prior publications.)



	Conference presentations during your time at Notre Dame (full information on conference including date and location; also include abstract of presentation and indicate whether presentation was a poster or an oral one. If the same research was used for both a poster and an oral presentation, share only one of those in this list.)


	Note: READ AND FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES MAY RESULT IN YOUR APPLICATION BEING RETURNED WITHOUT CONSIDERATION. 
· Research Progress; Research Goals; Statement of Relevance; and Need for Fellowship are limited to SEVEN (7) PAGES. Applications that do not include the sections as outlined below will be considered as incomplete and will not be further considered.
· Minimum margins of 0.5” and minimum font size of 12. 
· Figures may be included but must be properly labeled and clear enough to view. 
· References must be included but are not included in the page limit. 
· The sections below may be attached as a PDF file. 

	1. Research Title
2. Research Summary: Provide a succinct description of your proposed research, which can be understood by any scientifically literate reader (300 words or less).
3. Research Progress: Describe your Research Progress within the following sub-sections: 1) background; 2) previous research aims; 3) methods; 4) any results to date; 5) implications of these results (3-page limit). Details for these sub-sections are on the next page. You MUST clearly differentiate your own work from general background information.
4. Research Goals: Describe your Research Goals for the Fellowship year within the following sub-sections: 1) overview of research goals; 2) current research aims; 3) methods; 4) plans for sharing work (2-page limit). Details for these sub-sections are on the next page. Ensure that any scientifically literate reader will understand your proposed research. Specifically describe what YOU will do, not what is being done generally in your research group or lab. 
5. Global Health Relevance: Describe how your research aligns with one of the core research areas for the Eck Institute for Global Health: Infectious (or communicable) diseases; global health security; non-communicable diseases, including cancer and mental health challenges; and maternal, newborn, and child health (1-page limit).
6. Need for Fellowship: Discuss how a fellowship will facilitate your research and training. Include a timeline for the completion of the major milestones in your degree program, e.g. course work; written exams; defense of dissertation (1-page limit).
7. Post-graduation plans: What career paths are you considering immediately after completing your PhD and what are your long-term professional goals? (500 words or less).
8. Attach a letter of support from your Faculty Advisor (and Co-Advisor, if applicable) and a biosketch that includes the current and pending support of the Advisor.  
9. If a significant amount of your research depends on using expertise and/or resources of another member of faculty or a partner outside of the university, that must be noted and you should provide a letter of support from that individual.

	Additional Comments:




	Student’s Signature
	Date:














Research Progress Section
1) Background: Briefly introduce the reader to the health issue or challenge and its context in relation to the current state of knowledge in the field. Highlight why it is important to study/research this topic or issue.
2) Previous research aims: State any previous research aims/previously tested hypotheses. Clearly distinguish your own work from any activities that your research group/your advisor conducted.
3) Methods: Briefly but clearly describe methods or approaches, ensuring they are clearly linked to the stated aims/hypotheses.
4) Results: Provide a concise and precise description of your results to date. Again, clearly differentiate your own findings from those of other students/faculty/collaborators with whom you may have worked.
5) Implications of results: Briefly interpret your results and state their implications in the broader context of the health issue. You may also highlight any limitations of the work to date.


Research Goals Section
1) Research goals: Provide an overall goal/the goals of your proposed research. What do you intend to accomplish?
2) Current research aims: State the research aims/hypotheses that you intend to examine. Ensure that these are realistic and can be studied within a one-year period.
3) Methods: Briefly and clearly describe methods or approaches you will use, with clear links to the stated aims/hypotheses.
4) Plans for sharing work: Briefly provide a plan for disseminating your work in a public forum, which should include the Global Health Colloquium as well as any potential conferences, planned submissions to peer-reviewed journals, potential presentations to in-country stakeholders/partners (if applicable), etc. 


*Date may change based on official university updates to the academic calendar.

Submit by November 15, 2026 and save the document with “last name – fellowship application” in the title. Please submit the application, letter of support, and biosketch as one file.
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